NEWSLETTER
MAY 2020

Welcome to the May Newsletter and what a month it has been!

As most of you are now aware Glenn Kirkman our General Manager has resigned. The timing in
relation to the Covid-19 is a bit unfortunate but we accept the challenge ahead. He has taken up
a position closer to home, however, we will of course have a farewell but need to wait for restrictions to lift.
I have accepted the role as the new General Manager of ATV and have appointed Harry Wu as
Clinical Care Manager. We have confidence in his abilities to ensure the clinical standards and
care for residents are in good hands.
We also welcome Margaret Russell, our newly appointed Business Manager. Margaret will take
up Virginia’s administrative functions when she retires in August and will also develop the Home
Care component of the Abel Tasman. She will be supported by our Accountant Ishmam Kabir.
Lastly, Jeremy Edwards from our Maintenance Department has been appointed as our Systems
Support Manager. He will be working closely with the General Manager and Senior Management Team functional running of the Village and to ensure a high level of communication, compliance and strategic forward planning in the development of the Village. We are fortunate to be
able to draw on the pool of talent available to us.
In other news, as per the April newsletter, we held an Auction day for our “ATBees” on the 30th
March 2020, the session raised $1,700.00 dollars which was donated to Grace Munro Hostel in
Bundarra, an 11-bed facility west of Armidale. There is one more jar of honey to be auctioned,
this will be presented to ACSA and hopefully they can double the amount raised by the staff at
ATV. Pictutred below are Harry, Paco, myself, Ishmam and George who were the lucky winners from the auction at ATV. Marjory (resident) was also one of the lucky people who purchased the honey.
On a final note, the communication for the COVID-19 ATV updates are communicated weekly
on Friday afternoons, a txt message is sent out to the primary contact person for our residents
with the link attached to the News section of our website. If you have not been receiving these
text messages, please see the RN on duty to update your details. I would like to reinforce that
we are strictly bound by the guidelines of the Department of Health regarding flu vaccinations
and the infection control protocols that have been put in place so far. As per the department,
staff and visitors will not be able to enter an “Aged Care Facility” from the 1st of May 2020 without a certificate of proof for the 2020 flu vaccination. Please refer to our COVID-19 update on
our website.
Sophia Markwell
General Manager

MARIJAN GORICKI 4TH

LESLIE PARKER 8TH

KEN 21ST

IRENA WASZCZUK 22ND

IRENA PODLASEK 24TH

ALFRED BORG 28TH

LIOUDMILA IZOSSIMOVA 29TH

Please welcome the following residents who have moved into our village and wishing each on of
you a wonderful stay with us:
Mr Anthony Schneiders, Mrs Maria Pischeri, Mrs Lucy O’Brien, Mr John O’Brien, Mr John Ormus
and Mrs Ivka Ormus
We farewelled Mr Stephen Varley and Mrs Eugenie Samuels in the month of April and offer our
sincere condolences to family and friends. May they both rest in peace.

The Winter Menu Food Tasting will be held on :

THURSDAY, 7TH MAY AT 1.30PM IN THE HALL
Breakfast:

8.15am

Pension Days: 19th May 2020

Lunch:

12.30pm

Podiatrist: Wednesday, 6th May 2020

Dinner:

5.15pm

ATV Shop Open Monday to Friday12pm – 12.30pm

ROMEO & JULIET BALLET PERFORMANCE
WHEN: Wednesday, 6th May 2020

WHERE: The Tulip Room
TIME:

1.30pm (Duration: 2 hours)

Starring Madeleine Eastoe as Juliet and Kevin Jackson as
Romeo, this production was filmed in 2011 at Arts Centre Melbourne with Orchestra Victoria.

There will be an intermission of refreshments
throughout this performance. There is a limit
of 6 residents .

Dear Consumer,
We would like to welcome you to our special May’s newsletter and to encourage you celebrate
Mother’s Day, on Sunday 10th May. We would like to send you our best warmth wishes to all the
mums in our community.
We would like to reassure you that Abel Tasman is working closely with the Australian and NSW
Departments of Health and following their advice to minimise the spread of COVID-19.
We are still not out of the woods with the pandemic and we still have restrictions in place. The
National Cabinet will assess easing some coronavirus restrictions later this week. From NSW
Government, visiting other people at home from Friday 1 May, two adults (and any dependent
children) can visit another person’s home to provide care and support. You will need to practice
social distancing and good personal hygiene. To families and friends please take extra care
when visiting vulnerable people.
We would like to deeply thank you for all the understanding and the huge effort that you all have
made with some changes in our care provision. Our Care Workers are working very hard to deliver all extra services due to these circumstances. They all have
National Coronavirus Helpline
received their flu vaccine and most of you had confirmed in our
1800 020 080
regular welfare checks with updates regarding your flu vaccine.
Call this line if you are seeking information on COVIDCare workers are monitoring your and their temperature at arrival
and going through a questionnaire about you health, thank you for 19. The line operates 24
hours a day, seven days a
all your support.
Dear consumers you will be able to see adjustment on this month week.

statements regarding personal protective equipment (PPE)’s cost.

Please stay safe everyone!
Elizabett & Nina

Sadly acknowledge a farewell
to Mrs Boersma.

The Board at Abel Tasman Village has recently appointed
Margaret Russell as Business Manager with 20+ years
experience in aged care.
She began her career at a standalone provider in the
Blue Mountains and has since worked in homecare and
residential aged care with a number of providers.
She has commissioned large facilities and also worked to
manage homecare operations for SummitCare. As a consultant to a large provider in the last year, Margaret
worked on improving systems and processes leading up
to the home’s accreditation.
We welcome her to Abel Tasman and feel sure she will
make a significant contribution to the lives of our residents and staff.

A new chapter has commenced with Sophia taken on the role of General Manager and
Harry becoming the new Care Manager. Congratulations to you both.
We are looking forward to an exciting new chapter at the village.

The Tulip Room situated in the top right side of the village nestled amongst beautiful trees has
had a mini make over in the month of April. The room was earmarked for the special zoom sessions through the I.C.E. project. We also found about the wonderful free concerts that are being
shown through the Australian Ballet TV https://australianballet.com.au/tv and invited residents to
the first performance which was Cinderella. The ladies were treated to nibbles and a wine during intermission and they had all thoroughly enjoyed it.
There are quite a few more ladies who missed it and will have two sessions for the upcoming
Romeo and Juliette ballet. We also used this room for the Motel Sisters show and all residents
say that it is a wonderful set up. The room can also be utilised by families and staff have also
been using it during their breaks. So next time you are in the village come and check it out and
get comfy and enjoy the beautiful scenery. Some residents have been using it to read or listen
to their music.

Love was definitely in the air at our village for the month of April. Alt and Jana celebrated their 65th wedding anniversary and Natalia and Ron their 59th wedding anniversary. Congratulations to both these
lovely couples for reaching these milestones.
Natalie (pictured
left with her husband Ron) celebrated her 90th
birthday this
month and received a huge
bouquet of balloons from her
family.
James and Silvio
(pictured right)
enjoyed a zoom
session with the
children from
Chester Hill
Neighbourhood
Vacation Care
and also received
a huge pile of
lovely paintings.
A Bluetooth speaker is being
utilised for our exercise classes, zoom sessions as well
as for watching comedies and
virtual tours on the Ipad for
individual visits. Laurie pictured on the left watching a
tour of the Keukenhof.
The zoom meetings with Naomi, Liam and June are a big
hit and we even had a Motel
Sisters show which was
watched by 6 residents.

A group of residents had been very
busy in creating beautiful lanterns
during craft sessions and were lit up
on the ATV driveway in the morning
and evening on ANZAC Day. ANZAC biscuits were also made in the
Memorial Garden and Kel was assisted by Mark and Len. They were delicious. There are more photos on the
ATV facebook page.
Easter was celebrated with
yummy chocolate eggs and
hot cross buns. Residents
also made some beautiful
easter hats together with
Cindy and watched the
Easter Services in the hall
which were broadcast nationally. We also held a
lucky door prize and there
plenty of happy winners.

The beautiful Julie entertained
residents and staff to a wonderful concert in the Memorial
Gardens. She had her own
stage as well. Residents
were watching it from their
balconies, dancing on the
driveway and seated in the
coffeeshop and throughout
the garden. We danced with
broomsticks and scarves.
Great assortment of songs
and many requests. Thank
you for the memories!!!!

Remembrance of the Dead (Dodenherdenking) is held annually on the 4th of May in
the Netherlands. It commemorates all civilians and members of the armed forces of the Kingdom of the
Netherlands who have died in wars or peacekeeping missions since the beginning of the Second World
War.

Traditionally, the main ceremonies are observed in Amsterdam at the National Monument on Dam Square.
This ceremony is usually attended by members of the cabinet and the royal family, military leaders, representatives of the resistance movement and other social groups. At 20:00 two minutes of silence is observed
throughout the Netherlands. Public transport is stopped as well as all other traffic.
Radio and TV only broadcast the ceremonies from 19:00 until 20:30. Since 4 May 1994 flags, having hung
at half-staff from 18:00, are then hoisted to the music of the Wilhelmus, the Dutch national anthem. There are
ceremonies in all Dutch cities and other places as well. Especially notable are those at
the Waalsdorpervlakte near The Hague where many Dutch resistance fighters were executed during the war,
and at the war cemetery Grebbeberg, which are broadcast by the commercial broadcasting companies. In
many towns, before or after the two minutes of silence, people gather around a monument, listen to speeches, and lay down flowers to remember the dead.

We normally conduct a service inside the hall but weather permitting will conduct this service
outside at the special war memorial in the Village gardens at 1.00pm. As soon as lunch is finished we will be bringing residents to this area with wheelchairs on the concrete path and more
mobile residents will be seated on the grass area. Anthony (resident) and Marius will be assisting with the service. Afternoon tea will be served in the coffee shop after the service.
Liberation Day (Bevrijdingsdag) in the Netherlands is celebrated each year on the 5th of May to mark the
end of the occupation by Nazi Germany during World War II. The liberation is celebrated and festivals are
held at most places in the Netherlands with parades of veterans and 14 musical festivals through the whole
country. The nation was liberated by Canadian forces, British infantry divisions, the British I Corps, the 1st
Polish Armoured Division, American, Belgian, Dutch and Czechoslovak troops.
On 5 May 1945 the Canadian General Charles Foulkes and the
German Commander-in-Chief Johannes Blaskowitz reached an
agreement on the capitulation of German forces in the Netherlands in Hotel de Wereld in Wageningen. One day later the capitulation document was signed in the auditorium
of Wageningen University located next door.

At the village we will be having a special morning tea with
“Tompoezen” on Tuesday, 5th May commencing at 10.00am in
the hall for the Dutch residents and in the afternoon we will be
conducting a Dutch Sjoelbak competition with lots of Dutch
music throughout the day. A special typical Dutch lunch will
also be served.

